Summary. The fertility of double-yolked chicken eggs was 42\m=.\9% of which 27% contained two embryos. Single and double embryos died at different times of incubation. Sex ratio at 14 days and later was 44% males (P<0\m=.\02) for both types of embryo.
The occurrence of live twin embryos is rare in chicken eggs (Nalbandov, 1942; Jeffrey, Fox & Smyth, 1953 ). Bernard' s hen that laid ten double-yolked eggs from which eighteen chicks hatched out (Bernard, 1849) appears to be a unique performance. In Britain the first live twin chicks were reported in 1954 (Anon., 1954a) . A pair of ducklings were reported in that year from the same part of the country (Anon., 1954b) . However, such a rarity could be explained by the fact that commercial hatcheries do not usually set double-yolked eggs.
In her study of the development in double-yolked eggs, Monkman (1963) set 220 eggs of which fifty-three hatched. Seven of these were live twin pairs. From 500 double-yolked eggs incubated, Lutz & Lutz-Ostertag (1959) The sex ratio of embryos alive at 14 days and later was 44% males in both single and double embryo eggs. As the ratios in the two classes were not significantly different, they were combined and found to differ significantly from the expected 1 : 1 ratio (P<0-02). The homogeneity of the ratios in the two classes suggests that the altered sex ratios observed during the last third of incubation result from the presence of two yolks rather than from the number of embryos.
With a fertility of 43%, of which 27% contain twin embryos, 11-6% of double-yolked eggs set had two embryos, two-thirds of these survived to 14 days or later. Of the twins surviving to 14 days, 62-6% were of like sex and 37-3% were unlike sexed. This deviation from the expected 1 : 1 ratio of like to unlike sexed twins approaches significance at the 5% level ( 2 = 3-76, one degree of freedom). The excess of like sexed twins appears to be due to a greater number of female pairs, in accordance with the observation on single embryos in which an excess of females was observed in the last stage of development.
